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GRI’s purpose and impact



Who we are

• GRI is an independent, international standard setter providing 
the global common language for transparency on sustainability 
impacts.

• We help organizations understand and communicate 
their sustainability impacts.  In doing so we enable dialogue 
between organizations and their stakeholders.

• We deliver the GRI Standards, the world’s most widely 
adopted sustainability reporting framework – which is freely 
provided as a public good and translated into 10 languages.

• GRI is a not-for-profit organization and activities are funded 
through services we deliver and by governmental and other funders 
that support our work.



Reach of 
GRI 

Standards

training partners across 

57 countries offer GRI 

Certified Training Courses

More than

100 
975,000
unique downloads of the 

GRI Standards in 2022, a 

45% rise on previous year

50+
Licensed software and 

tools partners

248
policies in 85 countries

and regions reference or 

require the GRI Standards

78%
of the largest 250 

companies in the world 

reporting on sustainability 

use GRI

11,000+
Companies publish a 

report based on the 

GRI Standards
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GRI Standards & policy

More than 245 policies in 85 countries and regions reference or require GRI for reporting

Governments 

(governmental department, 

agency)

Stock Exchanges & Financial 

Market Regulators only

Both



Source: https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/contributing-global-economy/discussion/state-play-sustainability-assurance

Update on the sustainability reporting landscape

‘Information disclosed in 
accordance with GRI Standards 
is assured more often than any 
other reporting framework or 
standard’

Assessed are 1,350 companies in 
21 countries, finding 74% report 
using the GRI Standards.

https://www.ifac.org/knowledge-gateway/contributing-global-economy/discussion/state-play-sustainability-assurance


Complementarity, alignment 
and interoperability



The future of corporate reporting- two pillars

Double 

Materiality

+

Pillar 1

Strengthened financial 

reporting
Focus: sustainability-related risks 

and opportunities

Pillar 2

Impact reporting 

Focus: impacts on the economy, 

environment and people. 

ImpactRisks and 

opportunities



The GRI Standards Taxonomy



1. Q2 / Q3 2023: Creating the draft Taxonomy
• Conceptualizing the interplay of standards and disclosures in the system of GRI Standards

• Building on architectural discussions and decisions underway at XBRL International, EFRAG and IFRS. 
Listening to expectations of (capital market) regulators. 

• Guaranteeing interoperability - awaiting final versions of the IFRS Sustainability Disclosure Standards 
and the ESRS / creating authoritative mappings

2. End of Q3 2023: Start of the public consultation

3. December 2023: GRI Taxonomy will be released

4. From Q1 2024 – Filing of XBRL based GRI reports will be encouraged

Project timeline



The GRI Standards



System of GRI Standards

• The GRI Standards are designed to 
enable an organization to publicly 
disclose its most significant impacts on 
the economy, environment, and people

• The GRI Standards are a modular 
system comprising three series of 
standards:

• Universal Standards

• Sector Standards

• Topic Standards



Economic Performance

GRI Topic Standards

201

Market Presence202

Indirect Economic Impacts203

Procurement Practices 204

Anti-corruption 205

206

Tax207

Materials301

Energy302

Water and Effluents303

Biodiversity304

Anti-competitive Behavior

Emissions305

Waste306

Supplier Environmental 
Assessment

308

Employment401

Labor/Management Relations402

403

Training and Education404

Diversity and Equal Opportunity 405

Non-discrimination406

Freedom of Association and 
Collective Bargaining

407

Child Labor408

Occupational Health and Safety 

Forced or Compulsory Labor409

Security Practices410

Rights of Indigenous Peoples 411

Local Communities 413

Supplier Social Assessment414

415

Customer Health and Safety416

Marketing and Labeling417

Customer Privacy418

Public Policy



GRI 305: Emissions 2016

• Disclosure 305-1 Direct (Scope 1) 
GHG emissions

• Disclosure 305-2 Energy indirect (Scope 
2) GHG emissions

• Disclosure 305-3 Other indirect (Scope 3) 
GHG emissions

• Disclosure 305-4 GHG emissions 
intensity

• Disclosure 305-5 Reduction of GHG 
emissions

• Disclosure 305-6 Emissions of ozone-
depleting substances (ODS)

• Disclosure 305-7 Nitrogen oxides (NOx), 
sulfur oxides (SOx), and other significant 
air emissions

Disclosure examples



GRI Sector 
Standards

Each Sector Standard:

Describes the context for the sector

Describes topics that are likely material for an 

organization in the sector based on the 

sector’s most significant impacts

Lists the disclosures identified as relevant for 

reporting on those topics by the sector 

– leveraging primarily the GRI Topic Standards

15



Topic 

11.1
GHG emissions

Topic 

11.12
Forced labor and modern slavery

Topic 

11.2

Climate adaptation, resilience 

and transition

Topic 

11.13

Freedom of association and 

collective bargaining

Topic 

11.3
Air emissions

Topic 

11.14
Economic impacts

Topic 

11.4
Biodiversity

Topic 

11.15
Local communities

Topic 

11.5
Waste

Topic 

11.16
Land and resource rights

Topic 

11.6
Water and effluents

Topic 

11.17
Rights of indigenous peoples

Topic 

11.7
Closure and rehabilitation

Topic 

11.18
Conflict and security

Topic 

11.8

Asset integrity and critical 

incident management

Topic 

11.19
Anti-competitive behavior

Topic 

11.9

Occupational health and 

safety

Topic 

11.20
Anti-corruption

Topic 

11.10
Employment practices

Topic 

11.21
Payments to governments 

Topic 

11.11

Non-discrimination and equal 

opportunity

Topic 

11.22
Public policy

Oil and Gas 
Example: 

Likely 
materials 

topics 



Disclosure examples



Disclosures examples



www.globalreporting.org

global-reporting-initiative-gri @GlobalReportingInitiative @GRI_Secretariat

THANK YOU
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