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There is more than one sustainability standard

Let’s avoid XKCD’s punch line https://xkcd.com/927/

https://xkcd.com/927/
https://xkcd.com/927/
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There are multiple sustainability standards so how do we help with interoperability?

Pragmatic: acceptance and interoperability

• Merge or harmonise the standards
• (out of scope)

• Concordance
• Assertions relating aspects in one taxonomy to aspects in another
• Machine readable
• Authoritative or assistive?

• Shared concepts between sustainability taxonomies
• Global Taxonomy Concept Registry

• Guidance for sustainability regulators
• Use an existing standard where possible
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Route 1: two or more sustainability standards using a common reference to a third party

GTCR

• Greenhouse gases
• unfccc.int / Annex A of the Kyoto Protocol

• Scope 3 emissions categories
• ghgprotocol.org

• Inventory categories (ISO14064-1-2018)
• iso.org
• Would need permission from ISO
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ISO country and currency code micro taxonomies

Existing XII 3rd party taxonomies

• These are mechanically transformed from existing XML code lists

• They do not need collaboration or agreement among sustainability standard setters 

• Currently private while feedback is collected
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Route 2: two or more sustainability standards collaborating

GTCR

• Starter:

• Document and entity information
• For example:

• g-dei:EntityName
• g-dei:ReportDate
• g-dei:ReportProductionSoftware

• More will follow as standards setters identify them
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Draft process

GTCR

• GitLab to host development

• Joint approval

(2 or more standards

setters agree)

• Publish to xbrl.org and as

a taxonomy package
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Example

GTCR
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Draft / prototype structure

GTCR

• Small modules rather than a single file

• Concept schema
• Contains no schema imports or linkbase references

• view.xsd linking concept schema and default linkbases
• All in default extended link role

• Allows standard setters maximum flexibility on what to include or implement themselves

• Each standard setter can provide their own references and labels
• Benefit: consumers only see what standard setter wants them to

• Each standard setter can include as much or as little of GTCR as they want
• Only want 6 green house gases? That’s fine.
• Need to add an additional emissions category, that’s fine too, it will be in your own namespace
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Global Taxonomy
Concept Registry

esg:EmissionsScope1

Reference | SEC
esg:EmissionsScope1

Standard: 101
Section: 2
Clause: a

Reference | ISSB
esg:EmissionsScope1

Name: IFRS
Number: S2
Issue Date: 2022-03-31
Paragraph: 21
Subparagraph: a
Clause: ii

Entrypoint | SEC

Reference |EFRAG
esg:EmissionsScope1

Name: ESRS
Number: E1-7
Paragraph: BC115

Entrypoint | ISSB

Entrypoint | EFRAG

Data Dictionary , 
Relationships| SEC

Data Dictionary , 
Relationships | ISSB

Data Dictionary , 
Relationships | EFRAG

Pretend
example:
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Who benefits?

GTCR

• Taxonomy authors
• Less to do

• Disclosure preparers
• Less to learn

• Consumers and analysts
• Less to map / guess

GTCR combined with concordance will facilitate interoperability between multiple 

sustainability standards
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Questions?
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Our purpose is to improve the accountability and  
transparency of business performance globally, by  
providing the open data exchange standard
for business reporting.
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The information contained in this presentation represents the opinions of the speaker  and 

may not represent the views of XBRL International, the Board of XBRL International  or the 

consensus opinions of the XBRL Standards Board or Best Practices Board. Nothing  in this 

presentation should be taken to be investment advice and all data representations  are 

merely indicative. The reader should note that only XBRL Specifications that have reached 

Recommendation status are considered final and suitable for use in software and  mission 

critical systems and must then be used in line with the XBRL International License  

Agreement. XBRL®, Inline XBRL™, Table Linkbase™ and the XBRL mark are Registered  

Trademarks or Trademarks of XBRL International Inc in the European Union, United States,  

China, Japan, India and internationally and may not be used without the permission of  XBRL 

International, Inc including through its Trademark policies and agreements.

Copyright © 2001-2023 XBRL International Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this  

presentation file may be reproduced in any form or by any means without written  

permission from XBRL International Inc.

All graphics in this presentation are duly licensed from either Adobe Corporation or The Noun 

Project, or represent fair use for research use.


